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a single year of peace, would at the same rate build and furnish a stil 
greater length of these iron pathways ; and the sum total of her war-debts 
would construct more than 300,000 miles, or enough for fifteen or twenty 
railways round the globe. Such estimates may well stagger credulity itself; 
but there is no possibility of disproving their essential accuracy ; and the 
day is coming, if the hopes of patriotism and philanthropy be not all a 
•dream, when the world must wake to their reality and importance. 

But these illustrations, however startling, convey to us no exaggerated idea 

of the evils inseparable even from ordinary warfare ; and the future wars of 

Christendom must become more and more ruinous, for the obvious reason, 

that its steady, general progress is largely augmenting the interests to be 

sacrificed. Take a glance over the recent past. Gibbon, when writing his 

History some seventy years ago, reckoned the population of Europe at 108,- 

000,000 ; thirty-eight years of peace, notwithstanding the millions lost in the 

■wars of the French Revolution, have swelled their number in all to 270,- 

000,009. In 1791 our tonnage was only 502,000, and our exports $19,000,- 

■000; in 1851 our tonnage reached 3,772,000, and our exports $218,000,000. 

"When Napoleon fell in 1815, there was scarce a steamer in Europe, and 

■only here and there one in America; how many thousands do we now 

behold afloat on nearly all the navigable waters of the world ! Thirty years 

ago there was not a locomotive or a rod of railway in all Christendom ; 

thirty years hence there may be a hundred thousand miles of such railways. 

Look forward to the sure and magnificent results of such progress — fields 

«very where waving with the golden fruits of an improved husbandry ; factories 

"without number plying their perfected machinery in every department of 

manufactures ; commerc '. busy in every port with its wares, and whitening 

•every sea with its countless sails ; railways and telegraphs chequering the 

surface of both hemispheres ; every chYy, village and hamlet of Christendom 

tilest with an amount of wealth, and a degree of comfort and refinement 

tutherto anknown ; and how terrible, beyond example or conception, must 

be a war of ten or twenty years' duration, amid so vast an accumulation of 

interests!! 



PEACE MISSION TO RUSSIA. 

Three Friends, — Joseph Sturge, Robert Charleton, and Henry Pease, — 
undertook, " simply on religious grounds, and wholly irrespective of politi- 
cal considerations," a Mission to Russia, in the very heart of winter, for the 
purpose of presenting, as they did in person, the following address or me- 
morial : — 

To Nicholas, Emptror of all the Russia*. 
•" May it please the Emperor, 

" We, the undersigned, members of a meeting representing the religious 
Society of Friends, (commonly called Quakers,) in Great Britain, venture 
to approach the Imperial presence, under a deep conviction of religio 
•duty, and in the constraining love of Christ our Saviour. 

•" We are, moreover, encouraged so to do, by the many proofs of conde 
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scension and Christian kindness manifested by thy late illustrious brother, 
the Emperor Alexander, as well as by thy honored mother, to some of our 
brethren in religious profession. 

" It is well known that, apart from political considerations, we have, as a 
Christian Church, uniformity upheld a testimony against war, on the simple 
ground that it is utterly condemned by the precepts of Christianity, as well 
as altogether incompatible with the spirit of its Divine Founder, who is 
emphatically styled the ' Prince of Peace.' This conviction we have re- 
peatedly pressed upon our own rulers, and often, in the language of bold 
but respectful remonstrance, have we urged upon them the maintenance of 
Peace, as the true policy, as well as manifest duty, of a Christian govern- 
ment. 

" And now, O Great Prince, permit us to express the sorrow which fills 
our hearts, as Christians and as men, in contemplating the probability of 
war in any portion of the continent of Europe. Deeply to be deplored 
would it be, were that peace, which, to a very large extent has happily pre- 
vailed so many years, exchanged for the unspeakable honors of war, with 
all its attendant moral evil and physical suffering. 

" It is not our business, nor do we presume to offer, any opinion upon the 
questions now at issue between the Imperial Government of Russia, and that 
of any other country ; but estimating the exalted position in which Divine 
Providence has placed thee, and 'the solemn responsibilities devolving upon 
thee, not only as an earthly potentate, but also as a believer in that gospel 
which proclaims ' peace on earth,' and ' good will toward men,' we implore 
Him, by whom ' Kings reign, and Princes decree Justice,' so to influence thy 
heart and direct thy councils at this momentous crisis, that thou mayest 
practically exhibit to the nations, and even to those who do not profess the 
' like precious faith,' the efficacy of the gospel of Christ, and the universal 
application of his command, ' Love your enemies ; bless them that curse 
you ; do good to them that hate you ; and pray for them which despitefully 
use you and persecute you ; that ye may be the children of your Father 
which is in Heaven.' 

" The more fully the Christian is pursuaded of the justice of his own 
cause, the greater his magnanimity in the exercise of forbearance. May 
the Lord make thee the honored instrument of exemplifying this true nobil- 
ity ; thereby securing to thyself, and to thy vast dominions that true glory 
and those rich blessings which could never result from the most successful 
appeal to arms. 

" Thus, O mighty Prince, may the miseries and devastations of war be 
averted ; and, in that solemn day when ' every one of us shall give account 
of himself to God,' may the benediction of the Redeemer apply to thee, 
' Blessed are the peace-makers, for they shall be called the children of God;* 
and mayest thou be permitted through a Saviour's love *o exchange an 
earthly tor a heavenly crown — ' a crown of glory which fadetb. not away 
London, First month 11, 1854." 

Emperor's Reply. — The Emperor, after listening with kind attention 
to the Address, said he wished to offer some explanation of his views as to 
the causes of the present unhappy differences. His observations, in the 
course of the conversation, were nearly as follows : — 

" We received the blessings of Christianity from the Greek Empire, and 
this has established, and maintained ever since, a link of connection, both 
moral and religious, between Russia and that power. The ties that have 
thus united the two countries, have subsisted for 900 years, and were not 
severed by the conquest of Russia by the Tartars ; and when, at a later 
period, our country succeeded in snaking off that yoke, and the Greek 
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Empire, in its tarn, fell under the sway of the Turks, we still continued to 
take a lively interest in the welfare of our co-religionists there ; and when 
Russia became powerful enough to resist the Turks, and to dictate the terms 
of peace, we paid particular attention to the well-being of the Greek 
Church, and procured the insertion in successive treaties, of most important 
articles in her favor. I have myself acted as my predecessors had done, 
and the Treaty of Adrianople, in 1829, was as explicit as the former ones 
in this respect. Turkey, on her part, recognized this right of religious 
interference, and fulfile 1 her engagements until within the last year or two, 
when, for the first tim3, she gave me reason to complain. I will not now 
advert to the parties who were the principal instigators on that occasion ; 
suffice it to say that it became my duty to interfere, and to claim from Tur- 
key the fulfilment of her engagements. My representations were pressing, 
but friendly; and I have every reason to believe lhat matters would soon 
have been settled, if Turkey had not been induced by other parties to he- 
Sieve that I had ulterior objects in view ; that I was aiming at conquest, 
aggrandizement, and the ruin of Turkey. I had solemnly disclaimed, and 
do now as solemnly disclaim, every such motive. I do not desire war; I 
abhor it as sincerely as you do, and am ready to forget the past, if only the 
opportunity be afforded me. 

" f have great esteem for your country, and a sincere affection for your 
Queen, whom I admire not only as a Sovereign, but as a lady, a wife, and a 
mother. I have placed full confidence in her, and have acted towards her 
in a frank and friendly spirit. I felt it my duty to call her attention to 
future dangers, which I considered, as likely, sooner or later, to arise in the 
East, in consequence of the existing state of things. What on my part was 
prudent foresight, has been unfairly construed in your country into a do- 
signing policy, and an ambitious desire of conquest. This has deeply 
wounded my feelings, and afflicted my heart. Personal insults and invec- 
tives I regard with indifference. It is beneath my dignity to notice 
them. And I am ready to forgive all that is personal to me, and to hold out 
my hand to my enemies in the true Christian spirit. I cannot understand 
what cause of complaint your nation has against Russia. I am anxious to 
avoid war by all possible means ; I will not attack, and shall only act in self- 
defence ; but I cannot be indifferent to what concerns the honor of my 
country. I have a duty to perform .as a Sovereign. As a Christian, I am 
sready to comply with the precepts of my religion. On the present occasion , 
sny great duty is to attend to the interests and honor of my country." 

The Deputation then remarked, lhat as taeir mission was not of a political 
character, but intended simply to convey to the Emperor the sentiments of 
their own Society as a religious body, they did not feel it to be their place 
to enter into any of the questions involved in the present dispute ; but, with 
the Emperor's permission, they would be glad to call his attention especially 
to a few points. * * * They said that they and many others in their 
own country had incurred the disfavor of the supporters of the present 
military system, by advocating the settlement of international disputes by 
arbitration. They also remarked, that seeing that whilst Mahometanism 
avowedly justifies the employment of the sword in propagating its doctrines, 
Christianity is emphatically a religion of peace, there appeared (with 
reference to the present dispute) a peculiar propriety in a Christian Empe- 
ror exercising forbearance and forgiveness ; and they added that, in the 
event of a European war, amongst the thousands who would be its victims, 
those who are the principal causes of it would probably not be the greatest 
sufferers, but that the heaviest calamities would fall on innocent men with 
their wives and children. 

The Emperor, before quitting the apartment, informed the deputation 
that the Empress was desirous of seeing them. They were, accordingly, at 
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once introduced to the Empress and to the Grand-Duchess Olga, with whom 
they had au agreeable interview." 

Ever}' thoughtful reader will find this whole transaction eminently sug- 
gestive ; but we have neither space nor time for the remarks we |designed 
to make upon it. We cannot, however, withhold the tribute of our admiration 
from the noble-hearted men who could brtive the rigors of a Russian winter 
to try the effect on the Czar of a bold, honest, conscientious protest in per- 
son against plunging one hundred and fifty millions of people, if not all 
Europe, in the crimes and horrors of war. It was a deed altogether worthy 
of the followers of George Fox and William Penn. The honor of it be- 
longs not to the Peace Society, but to the Society of Friends, as the memo- 
rial was from them as a body, though we believe the deputation ai - e alt 
members of the London Peace Society, and the Chairman, Joseph Sturge 
is perhaps its master-spirit, the most active and efficient of all its members, 
one of the ablest men in England, and one of the noblest we have ever 
known. 

To those who may find it difficult to account for such a mission under 
circumstances apparently so desperate of any good results, we may state, 
that there has long been, for half a century or more, a disposition in the 
imperial family of Russia to regard the English Quakers with special favor. 
Alexander, whom Nicholas succeeded, met several on the continent not long 
before the overthrow of Napoleon, and conceived so high an opinion of the 
sect, that he subsequently cultivated a more intimate acquaintance with 
them in England, and afterwards employed some of them for favorite pur- 
poses in his own dominions. We can thus conceive how the Quakers might 
hope, even in the face of very great discouragements, to exert some influ- 
ence by a personal interview under the authority of their whole body, in 
dissuading the Emperor from his purpose of war v or inducing him to hasten 
its termination, or mitigate its evils. Well might the slightest hope of such 
a result justify the undertaking; and, if war mast now pour its deluge of 
erime, and blood, and woe over Eastern Europe, their consciences will be 
clear before the God of Peace. We admire the wisdom and tact with which 
they performed their mission; the reception they met, proves it to have been 
as successful as the nature of the case would admit ; and we are quite sure 
its success was- much better than could have been expected from any em- 
bassy of formal diplomatists. It was the simple, fearless protest of a purer 
peaceful Christianity against a threatened general war by nominal Chris- 
tians in the meridian of the nineteenth century ; and this protest, even if noth- 
ing else comes of it, will go down on the pages of history to coming ages. 

The reply of the Czar is very shrewd and plausible ; but, most unfortu- 
nately for his honesty and veracity, the publication by the British Ministry 
of the secret correspondence between the two governments respecting Tur- 
key, proves, beyond all doubt, the sheer hypocrisy of his explanation, and 
'reveals in sunlight his long-cherished, deep-laid and desperate plans of 
aggression upon his weak neighbor. On this point there can no longer be- 
the shadow of a doubt ; and it is almost impossible to conceive how any man* 
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much less the Ruler of sixty millions with one particle of self-respect, could 
think to palm upon the world such a budget of utter falsehoods as the secret 
correspondence shows his apology before the three Quakers to have been. 

We will just call attention, without any comment of our own, to the 
Emperor's pretexts in self-justification — his plea of religion ; his complaint 
of being misconceived, and driven by his enemies into warlike measures ; his 
disclaimer of all selfish or ambitious motives ; his avowal of a strong desire 
for peace, and of his purpose to fight, if he must, only in self-defense; his 
willingness to act the Christian as an individual, but the necessity of contra- 
dicting his peaceful religion as a Ruler Plow plausible, if true; but, as the 
cloak of a reckless and desperate ambition, how ineffably base ! After all, it 
is an omen of hope, that the growing power of public opinion compels even 
the Autocrat of all the Russias to attempt a formal justification of himself 
before its august tribunal. Here is our promise of a better time coming. 
Not many ages ago, he would have done the deed, and scorned the s'ightest 
apology for its outrage on the world's moral sense. God be thanked for 
the prospect of a day as not far far distant, wheu rulers, the most powerful 
and absolute, must ask leave of a better public opinion than now prevails, 
before they can in any case venture upon war. 

How the war will affect the American Missions in the Turkish Empire — 
remains, of course, to be seen ; but the result will be awaited with much 
anxiety by the friends of missions. " It appears," says an observant Chris- 
tian writer, "that there is a movement among the Greek Christians generally> 
favorable to Russia, and which, so far as it has any influence, must be dan- 
gerous to the safety of the missionaries. How other Christian sects may be 
affected, does not yet appear. Everywhere, however, there is danger of 
popular outbreaks against all Christians ; and the Koords, Beduins, &c, are 
left comparatively without control, to rob and murder at their will. Mr. 
Prime, editor ot the New York Observer, has found it impossible to visit 
Jerusalem on account of the disturbed state of the country ; and our mis- 
sionaries have been attacked and robbed recently on two or three occasions. 
The influence of England and France will be exerted to procure immedi- 
ately for Christians in Turkey every right and protection they can claim, 
and to prevent disturbances ; but our brethren are in the midst of wars and 
tumults, among the ignorant, the fanatical, and the lawless, and no human 
interposition can be relied on as adequate for their protection." 



LETTER FROM MR. COAN, SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

Hilo, Hawaii, Jan. 9, 1854. 
Rev. Geo. C. Beckwith, D. D, Cor. Sec. Am. Peace Society: 

My Dear^ Brother : — It is a pleasure to redeem my pledge, made some 
time ago, of another mite to your Society. Enclosed you will find a draft 
for one hundred dollars to aid in the precious cause of peace. 

Tiiis cause is still near our hearts. For its progress we labor, for its tri- 
umph we pray, and on its success hang the hopes of the world. No public 
good can be pure or safe while the demon of war is in the field. When will 
" the indignation cease ? " When will nations " learn war no more ? " 



